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From the Beginning

At the time of Steel Magnolias Breast Cancer Support Group’s founding, we had no supporters,
except for Chaplain Wilson and that was support of encouragement. I knew if we were going to get
the attention of the people of the community and the attention of newly diagnosed patients, we had
to have brochures, explaining who we were, what our mission was, how we could help newly
diagnosed patients and where they could contact us. We had no financial supporters except me,
the founder and I feared that Prentiss would soon learn how much money the newsletter was
costing. I felt certain that God meant that this organization should have a newsletter. The cost of
paper, printing, envelopes and postage was paid for by me, not to mention all the work associated
with preparing the letter for mailing. I knew we had to have fundraisers but who would attend if
we didn’t have posters and flvers advertising the events? This is what led me to type-setter, Debra
Moore.

I explained what I was doing, my lack of funds and asked if she would do some printing for our
group until we could raise some money and then we could pay her? Debra’s reply was, “I believe in
what vou are doing and want to help in whatever way I can!” Through the vears. due largly to
Debra’s generosity, we gained financial support, partners and became a 501 ¢ 3 non profit
organization!

Many years later, after we moved into our office at Suite 406 of the RVMC Physician’s Center and
established Pink’s Boutique across the hall from our office, I made a special request of Debra. I
asked her to design a special banner portrayving a butterfly breaking free from it’s cocoon. That is
how we Steel Magnolias feel after being told we are cancer free. It so happened that the day the
banner was delivered to our office, a young woman was in Pink’s Boutique with her mother, helping
her choose a wig and other needed items as she started her journey through her treatments. With
the help of an office attendant, the banner was unfurled! The daughter said, “Oh look, Mama,
Someday vou will be like that beautiful butterfly, free from the cocoon of cancer!”

Recently, Debra’s
husband, Scott, created
another banner to attract
donors to a special
fundraiser and dyed his
hair and beard pink to
encourage gifts of $100 or
B more. Everyone asked

Stesl Magnolias y Heallity Lifer . why he was so passionate,
Breast Cancer Support Group, Inc. going above and beyond?
He said, honestly, I've

=N\
is

been to one of their banquets and it is a really
important cause and the founder is important
to our family.

Scott raised $S1600 for Steel Magnolias Breast
Cancer Support Group, Inc. Debra and I are
both very proud of Scott! Thank vou!!!!
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