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 Here it is October again, Breast Cancer Awareness Month. For many of 

us involved with the Steel Magnolias it is a very busy month with       

fundraising events and events to educate women and men about the     

importance of self exams. I am a prime example of early detection and 

how important that can be when you have been diagnosed with breast 

cancer or any other cancer.  

 

 This year during October we have three local events that raise money for 

us: Oxfordfest, Tutus for Tatas and Sunny King Automotive.  

This is our 4th year at Oxfordfest and we really enjoy being there to 

hand out information and we have the opportunity to talk to women who 

are survivors and their family members. It is hard to find someone that 

has not been touched by cancer. 

 

It is also the 4th year for the Tutus for Tatas. Such an amazing group of 

people that organize and come out to support us! It is always a fun time 

at Mt. Cheaha Harley Davidson and how they pull together and have fun 

to raise money for a cause. 

 

This is the 2nd year that Sunny King Automotive Group has pledged $50 

for every new and used car sold at Sunny King Ford, Sunny King Honda 

and Sunny King Toyota! Talk about local support! If you are in the    

market for a new or used vehicle, please support the Sunny King      

Dealerships. This support allows us to work more on helping others and 

less on how we will fund it. Patty King is very involved with our         

community and she does so much more than anyone can image. She has 

the support from all the General Managers: Vernon Thomas,               

Tony Russell and Nathan Jordan. 

Thank you Mrs. King. 
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 Pivotal Life Events 

 

Throughout our lives, each of us have events that shape how we think and ultimately who we are. Where 

we grew up, when and where we received our formal education, who we marry, and the number and 

gender of our children. There are other pivotal events that are not sought in life but events that none the 

less shape us, events that force us to focus only on lifeôs true treasures! 

 

Such a time for me was September 29, 1999, when my surgeon told me that I had breast cancer.       

Mastectomy surgery was scheduled for October 6, 1999. In the week before my surgery, my inner circle 

of friends and family were a source of strength when I felt no strength within myself. I have heard some 

people say that after a diagnosis of cancer they felt strong and confident, however that is not the normal 

response. A diagnosis of cancer forces us to face our own mortality and to pledge to never ñmajor on   

minorsò any more. This ñThought for the Dayò is meant to recognize the wonderful people in our lives 

who deserve to be recognized as ñMajorsò in our lives. This is my story! Please take the time to give 

credit to whoever was Major when you became part of the cancer family. 

 

When I couldnôt reach my husband who was on his construction sight, I called Gudrun and she came 

immediately and stayed with me until Prentiss saw that Iôd called and made his way home. Secondly, 

Sheila Webb, the day before my mastectomy, gave me a journal that I might record my walk through 

my journey with breast cancer. 

 

Wednesday, October 6, Prentiss, Gregory, my sister Debby, who had come from Missouri to be with me 

and Van and Michelle, who had spent the night, dressed and we made our way to RMC, Anniston. 

Many friends, many who were members of Gladeview Baptist where we were members, lined the      

hallway to pray me into surgery. When my sister, Debby saw all the people, she said, ñLenora, I would 

like to have your friends and family sign your journal.ò These precious friends not only signed but 

wrote encouraging messages for me. In the years that have come and gone, the 19 years since my      

mastectomy, I have lost my precious Prentiss and been diagnosed with lung disease, etc. The loving 

thoughts my friends and family recorded in my journal have continued to be a source of strength for 

me. 

 

I encourage everyone, please let those from whom you draw strength know what their generosity and 

love means to you. 

 

ñLove the Lord your God with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.           

The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.ò        

Mark 12: 30-31 

 

Submitted by Lenora Johnson 

Founder of Steel Magnolias Breast Cancer Support Group, Inc. 
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STEEL MAGNOLIAS AND MEN OF STEEL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2018 

 

Meeting was called to order by our President, Elaine Johns. 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and motion made by Judy Elders and seconded by Steve  

Stephens that minutes be accepted as read. 

 

Chuck gave the Treasurerôs Report for September with a beginning balance of $15,492.51 and ending 

balance of $14,845.25. 

 

New visitors were Pam Staple, Paula Pointer, Judy and Larry Bollinger. 

 

Elaine pointed that October is Breast Awareness Month and we have a ton of activities starting with  

Oxfordfest October 6th; Tutus for Tatas October 7th; RMC drive October 26th; and Womenôs Breakfast 

October 27th at Golden Coral.  We also have an Alabama wreath and basket to sell chances on with all 

proceeds going to Steel Magnolias.  Elaine also emphasized that there was an opportunity for             

everybody to get involved in. 

 

Our guest speaker was Judy Bollinger who gave her story about her battle with breast cancer.  The 

title of her talk was ñFinding the Good with the Bad.ò  She talked about her walk through the fight of 

breast cancer and the divine intervention of God in her treatment. 

 

Margaret talked about the new shirts, necklaces, and bracelets that we will be selling at Oxfordfest and 

Tutus for Tatas. 

 

Door prizes were won by the following:  Sharon Davis, Judy Wilson, Linda Barton, Jimmy Taylor,  

Larry Bollinger, Joe McNeil, and Cindy Davis. 

 

No further business, motion was made by Steve Stephens and seconded by Linda Barton that meeting 

be adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Brenda Parker 

Secretary 
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Birthdays and Survivor Years! 

 

November 5th is Sue Patin's birthday and she is a 2 and a half year survivor! 

November 15th is Nancy Johnstonôs birthday and she is a volunteer 

November 20th is Lenora Johnson and she is a 19 year survivor! 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

October 23rd is our next meeting in the private dining room at RMC. It starts at 5pm and the meeting 

starts promptly at 5:30. If you have prayer request please call the office at 256-231-8827 and leave a 

message for Margaret to add them to our prayer list for the meeting. RMC will provide Spaghetti and 

Garlic Bread for our meal, Steel Magnolias please bring side dishes and deserts. Mark Ford, Director 

for Radiation Oncology at RMC will be our guest speaker.  

If you have never been to one of our meetings, please come join us. We welcome cancer survivors and if 

you want to be a volunteer come and find out how you can help. Call the office for directions to the 

meeting between 11 am and 4 pm M-F or email elaine@steelmagnoliasinc.org for directions. 

 

REMEMBER THIS IS OUR LAST MEETING UNTIL JANUARY! ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAYS AND 

DONôT FORGET OUR CHRISTMAS BRUNCH! 

 

October 26th is the ñBrake for Breakfastò at RMC Mediplex in Oxford 7:30am to 8:30am. Come drive 

through for a healthy breakfast and a chance to learn more about RMCôs Early Detection Connection 

and latest GENIUS 3D mammography capabilities available at RMC.  

 

October 27th is the Breast Cancer ñPINKò Breakfast at Golden Corral. Tangelia Williams has invited 

the Steel Magnolias to this event. I have included the invitation in this newsletter. Nancy Burnell will be 

a guest speaker at the breakfast. 

 

November 19th is the next mailing day for the newsletter. If you have something to go in the newsletter 

please send it to elaine@steelmagnoliasinc.org or mail it to Elaine Johns c/o Steel Magnolias PO Box 2208 

Anniston, Al 36202.  
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 ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀǘ hȄŦƻǊŘŦŜǎǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƙƻǘ 
ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ  
ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
ǘŀōƭŜΦ 

 ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ ¢ǳǘǳǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ŀǘŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ IŀǊƭŜȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ϸмупт ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦ aƛƪŜ 
wŀōǳǊƴΣ ŀ .ǊŜŀǎǘ /ŀƴŎŜǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΣ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Ǝǳȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎŜƭŦ ŜȄŀƳǎΦ 

Big or Small Save them All 


